NORTHLINK FAMILY SRVICES

Northlink Family Service is a foster care program located in Central Pennsylvania in Lancaster County.   Children coming into foster care are typically adjudicated through the court system and referred to Northlink by county Children and Youth Agencies.

Northlink’s General Foster Care program provides a home like setting for children aged birth to 18, who need a safe and stable environment while the causes and factors contributing to their need for placement can be improved and/or alleviated.    

Our Mother/Baby Foster Care Program places adolescent mothers in the same foster home with their infants.   This program offers young mothers the opportunity to complete her education and develop life skills to prepare her for reunification with family or independent living.    

Services provided to the mother include counseling and training.     Training includes newborn care, infant/child development, feeding and nutrition, medical care and immunization, child safety, attachment, discipline and learning as well as communicating and playing with your child.    

The Northlink’s Treatment Foster Care(TFC) Program is designed as an alternative for children 12 to 15 years of age who would otherwise be placed in a residential program, or as an option for those children leaving residential treatment.   Often angry or depressed, perhaps educationally challenged, these children need a family structure that surrounds them with the caring, stable environment they may need in order to be successful.    Children in TFC have mental health disabilities such as major depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, or oppositional defiant disorder, therefore requiring specialized foster homes to provide support services and appropriate supervision. 

Northlink’s provides each child with intensive clinical case management, access to community-based behavioral health services, educational and developmental support, life skill training and 24-hour crisis intervention.   

Northlink believes that reunification with biological families is the best option for children when possible.  Clinical Case Managers work with each child and his/her family to increase coping skills, to help alleviate problems behaviors and symptoms and help each child gain the family and community skills needed so that he or she can successfully live within his or her won family and community.  In cases where this can not be accomplished with the required time frame as indicated by the placement county agency, children are given an opportunity for a stable, nurturing environment where they can grow.   This permanency planning may take the form of adoption, permanent legal custodianship, or independent living.    

At the heart of these programs are the foster families.   Our foster parents individual or couples may have raised their own families and now want to use their special skills and knowledge to help other children, or they may be young parents who have been raised with a spirit of community and a vocation for social action.

Whatever their age, these are confident, dedicated, flexible problem-solvers who do not give up easily.   They are able to be “professional” parents who foster realistic expectations matched with responsible behavior.   

Northlink requires each individual foster parent to participate in pre-service training where the practical logistics together with the therapeutic basis for Northlink’s services are explained.  Northlink also provides ongoing, intensive individual consultation and group training that assists parents with specific problems they encounter and builds a support system among the foster families themselves, who each bring valuable knowledge to the group.

Northlink Family Services serves children in the community by placing them with dedicated individuals who know their strengths as parents and are willing to share those gifts with foster children.  Northlink Family Services offers support, training and financial reimbursement for the care of each child.

For more information on becoming a Northlink foster parent, please contact Northlink@northernhome.org.

